PREFACE TO THIS VOLUME
The earliest period of Gandhiji's life which this volume covers
was for the Editors the most difficult, Gandhiji was abroad for
the later and more active part of it, and the material, in the
original, was to be found chiefly in England, where -he was a
student, and in South Africa, where he went initially as a lawyer.
Fortunately for us, Gandhiji had preserved and brought -back
to India some of the material relating to this period. This con-
sists of stray carbon copies of his correspondence, handwritten
drafts of letters and memorials, typewritten or printed copies of
petitions and pamphlets issued by him, newspaper clippings from
South African papers and a few South African Blue-books in which
were published some of his letters, petitions and statements.
Gandhiji did not, however, preserve all his writings. Refer-
ring to a document which he prepared on the fundamental doc-
trines of Hinduism, he remarks in his Satyagraha in South Africa
(1950, p. 242): "I have thrown away or burnt many such things
in my life. I destroyed such papers as I felt it was not necessary
to preserve or as the scope of rny activities was extended. I am
not sorry for this, as to have preserved all of them would have
been burdensome and expensive. I should have been compelled
to keep cabinets and boxes, which would have been an eyesore to
one who has taken the vow of poverty.35
Research Assistants have been collecting for us material from
the official and other records available in London and in South
Africa. This has supplemented the material Gandhiji had brought
with him from South Africa.
In the South African material are several petitions and me-
morials submitted by Gandhiji on behalf of the Indian com-
munity. They are signed not by him but by representative leaders
of the community or by office-bearers of, say, the Natal Indian
Congress or the Transvaal British Indian Association. That he
drafted them seems clear from his own statement in his letter
dated September 25, 1895 (published in this volume, p. 258}
where he says, "The responsibility for drafting . . . the several
memorials rests entirely on my shoulders." There is proof of this
in regard to the petition to Lord Ripon in July 1894 which is
signed by others and not by him, but about which hp writes in
The Story of My Experiments with Truth (Pt. II, Gh. XVII); "I took